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Higher Paper 2 
 

Paper 2 at Higher was introduced in 2019 and it examines your ability to answer skills questions.  There are 

THREE questions in the paper, worth 28 marks in total.  The paper is 1 hour and 15 minutes in length. 

 

• Question 1 is a 10 mark conclusions questions. 

• Question 2 is a 10 mark ‘To what extent’ question. 

• Question 3 is an 8 mark reliability of the sources question. 

 

There are 28 marks available in total, working out at about 2.5 minutes per question.   

The first two questions follow on from the style of questions you attempted at N5, question 3 is a new 

style of question for you. 

 

You will benefit from having HIGHLIGHTERS to use in Paper 2. 

You can use these to identify relevant pieces of information 

for each of the points in the question. 

 

 

Many teachers think that the sources at Higher are more 

straightforward than those at N5, and so you should be 

confident when attempting this paper.  As with all the 

questions, practice and implementing the feedback you are 

given reaps rewards! 
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Answering a ‘Conclusions’ question 
Unlike N5, you are not given a mark for the conclusion, only for the quality and 

depth of the evidence you use to support it.  However, you MUST include a 

conclusion in response to the bullet point.  Disappointingly for you, no marks 

will be given for a correct conclusion IF it has no supporting evidence. 

Just like at N5, your answer must be based on all three sources. 

 

Marking Instructions - Conclusions questions (10 marks)  

• Award up to 3 marks for a single developed point depending on the use 
of the evidence in the sources and the quality of the analysis or 
evaluation.  

• Award marks where candidates synthesise information both within and 
between sources.  

• For full marks candidates must refer to all sources in their answer.  

• Candidates are required to make an overall conclusion about the issue in 
the question. Award a maximum of 8 marks if candidates do not provide 
an overall conclusion.  

 

 

Try to use language like:  

Biggest, smallest, least important, most significant, greatest etc.  These words show that you are making a 

comparison and coming to a conclusion. 

FINALLY, you must make a fourth conclusion.  Look at the last line of the question: 

‘You must also make an overall conclusion on the factor which most influenced the result 

of the Scottish independence referendum.’ 

 

If you do not complete this final conclusion you can only be awarded a 

maximum of 8/10. 

 

The influence of poverty and 
social deprivation on voting 
behaviour. 

The influence of age on voting 
behaviour  
 

The link between turnout and 
regional voting.   

Consider using phrases like : 

• People in poverty are 
more likely to …. 

• Increased wealth reduces 
the likelihood of …. 

• People who voted ‘No’ 
are those who are …. 

In this conclusion you need to 
make a link about the influence.   
Perhaps it could be: 

• As age increases the 
number of ‘Yes’ voters,  

• ‘Election success 
increases with election 
spending’. 

Consider: 

• In areas of high turnout 
the majority of people 
voted …. 

• Turnout was lowest in 
areas of … 
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Question 1 (continued)  

What conclusions can be drawn about the result of the Scottish independence 
referendum?  

You must draw conclusions about:  

• the influence of poverty and social deprivation on voting behaviour.  

• the influence of age on voting behaviour.  

• the link between turnout and regional voting.  
 
You must also make an overall conclusion on the factor which most influenced 

the result of the Scottish independence referendum.    10 

 

Bullet point 1 

1. Highlight this in a colour. 

2. Now carefully read through the sources and highlight any information which pertains to the 

influence of poverty and social deprivation on voting behaviour. 

3. Can you make a conclusion?  Write it in the space below. 

C - 

 

 

 

4. Have you got evidence, ideally from across at least two sources, to support the conclusion you have made?  

If so, write it in the space below. 

E - Source A suggests  

 

E - This is supported by Source B which says  

 

 

 

E - Furthermore, this is backed up by Source C which states  

 

 

Remember you can be awarded up to 3 marks for a single developed point depending on the use of the 
evidence in the sources and the quality of the analysis or evaluation.   Detailed evidence generates marks 
and a conclusion stated at the beginning of your answer, although not worth any marks, keeps your answer 
structured and focussed. 
 
Now attempt the other bullet points applying the same technique.  Use a different colour of highlighter for 
each. 
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• the influence of age on voting behaviour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• the link between turnout and regional voting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You must also make an overall conclusion on the factor which most influenced the result of the Scottish 

independence referendum.   
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Answering a ‘To what extent’ question 

In this style of question, you are given a viewpoint and you have to: 

• provide evidence to show that the statement is accurate (true) 

• provide evidence to show that the statement is inaccurate (false) 

• reach a judgement about the degree of accuracy within the statement, in other words how  

true is the statement based on the evidence you have identified from the sources. 

Essentially, this style of question is a support and oppose question similar to the style you answered at N5. 

It is likely that the topic of this question will not be something that you are familiar with.  For example the 

specimen paper is about Russia and human rights and in 2019 it was about  

Marking Instructions - Objectivity questions (10 marks)  

• Award up to 3 marks for a single developed point depending on the use of the evidence in the 
sources and the quality of the analysis or evaluation.  
 

• Award marks where candidates synthesise information both within and between sources.  
 

• For full marks candidates must refer to all sources in their answer.  
 

• Candidates must also make an overall judgement as to the extent of the accuracy of the given 
statement. Award a maximum of 8 marks if no overall judgement is made on extent of accuracy of 
the statement.  

 

Within your answer examiners will want to see ‘evaluative comments’.  These are 
statements which show the marker that you are making judgements about the 
extent to which the evidence supports the view.  For example the following list of 
phrases are some of the types of things you can say to show you are making a 
judgement. 
 

not adequately  
 

Overwhelmingly Significantly To a lesser degree 

The majority said … A much greater 
proportion 

Far fewer An increasing number 

 
 
  

Choose TWO highlighters, one colour to highlight the evidence to support the 

statement and another to highlight the evidence to oppose the statement.  

Make a key on the paper so that you remember which is colour supports which 

evidence. 
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 Evidence to say the statement ‘Russia does protect rights of citizens’ is accurate / true. 

 

 Evidence to say the statement ‘Russia does protect rights of citizens’ is inaccurate / false. 

 

 

You can be awarded up to a maximum of 8 marks for evidence for and against.  You can also be given 

marks for any evaluative comments you include.  If you only give evidence for, or only evidence against, 

the statement then you will be marked out of a maximum of 6/10. 

In your statement of ‘to what extent’, you must give an overall judgement about how accurate the view is 

about Russia.  It is very unlikely that it will be either totally accurate or totally inaccurate but you will need 

to decide based on the evidence, whether it is ‘very accurate‘, ‘mainly accurate’ or ‘slightly accurate’. 
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It is accurate to say that Russia protects the rights of its citizens because according to Source __________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, it is also inaccurate to say that Russia protects the rights of its citizens because Source ________ 
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Overall, in my opinion, the statement is ______________________________________________________ 

because  
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Answering a ‘Reliability’ Question 
 

These questions were only introduced in 2019 and they are worth 8 marks. 

Essentially, you are provided with three different sources and you have to comment on the reliability of 

each source before deciding which is the most reliable and then explaining why.   You are awarded TWO 

marks per source (3x2) and then a further TWO marks for your explanation of the most reliable. 

Reliable = able to be trusted 
You will therefore comment on the degree to which each of the three sources is able to be trusted as a 

source. 

In order to do this some of the things you need to consider are: 

 

Who wrote the source?  If it is a newspaper, is it biased and if so, which 

political party does it support?  How will this impact on the trustworthiness 

of the source? 

 

 

What is the date (usually a year)?  When was it written?  Is it recent, 1-2 years 

old and therefore trustworthy?  Or is it 10 years old and therefore 

untrustworthy as it is out of date and opinion will have changed? 

 

Often there will be a sample included.  If there is look at the 

way the question is asked.  Is it leading?  Look at the sample 

/number of people who answered the question.  Is it big 

enough?  Look at who carried it out.  Is it a large polling agency 

like Ipsos Mori or Gallup or YouGov? 

 

Look at the graphics used.  Are they appropriately labelled and using a clear 

key?  Is there room for reader confusion?   

 

 

 

Read the language used in the article.  Does it used biased or 

pejorative words to sway the reader’s opinion about 

something? 
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However, it is not enough to simply say that the source is ‘old’.  You need to justify how you have reached 

this opinion, for example ‘The source was published in 2012, therefore as it is 7 years old the opinions 

expressed in the sources may well be out of date.’ (1 mark). 

 

To access the final 2 marks you must compare all three sources in your conclusion.  For example, ‘Source 

A is more reliable than Source B because……………………………. It is also more reliable than Source C 

because…………………..’.    If you merely compare your preferred source to only one of the other two sources 

you will only be awarded 1 mark. 

 

Look at the three sources below.  Use your highlighters to identify the evidence 

that each source is reliable / unreliable. 

 

 

 

Question 3 
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Source A is reliable because __________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

However , it is also unreliable because _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Source B is reliable because __________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

However , it is also unreliable because _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Source C is reliable because __________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

However , it is also unreliable because _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Overall the most reliable source is Source ___  because it is more __________________________________ 

 

 

It is also more _____________________________________________________ than Source __ which is __ 
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Reliability question 4 – use the structure above to attempt the following reliability question. 

 

 



18 
 

Attempt the following question, using only the information in Sources A, B and C. 

To what extent are Sources A, B and C reliable? 

You must provide an overall conclusion on the most reliable source of information.    8 
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