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Poor Kids 

Poor Kids is a documentary telling the stories of some of the 3.5 million children living in 

poverty in the UK.  It is one of the worst child poverty rates in the industrialised world, and 

successive governments continue to struggle to bring it into line. So who are these children, 

and where are they living? Under-represented, under-nourished and often under the radar, 

3.5 million children should be given a voice.  And this powerful film does just that. 

 

Eight-year-old Courtney, 10-year-old Paige and 11-year-old Sam live in different parts of the 

UK. Breathtakingly honest and eloquent, they give testament to how having no money 

affects their lives: lack of food, being bullied and having nowhere to play. The children might 

be indignant about their situation now, but this may not be enough to help them. Their 

thoughts on their futures are sobering. 

 

Sam's 16-year-old sister Kayleigh puts it all into context, as she tells how the effects of 

poverty led her to take extreme measures to try and escape it all. 

 

Poor Kids puts the children on centre stage, and they command it with honesty and 

directness. It's time for everyone to listen. 

 

Tasks 

 You will be watching and listening to the four parts of this documentary and taking 

notes while you listen.  Use the note-taking sheet below. 

  

 You may pause the documentary to allow you to copy some facts 

 

 Copy as many facts as you can. It will help you write your report 

 

 

 You will write a report on the problems revealed in this documentary 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BN7ml6b-e4 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BN7ml6b-e4


Note- taking sheets 

 
SAM and his family – note down information, problems and facts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COURTNEY and her family - note down information, problems and facts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
PAIGE, her family and friends - note down information, problems and facts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


