Leith Academy Parent Council
Minutes of Meeting held on 30th January 2020 7pm
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	Item
	
	Action



	1.
	Welcome and Introductions

LB opened the meeting and welcomed all in attendance.  Introductions were made.

	 

	2.
	Apologies
Noted Above
	 

	3.
	Minutes of Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
The Minutes from the meeting on 20th November 2019 were accepted as an accurate record. 

	 



	4.
	Update on North East Parental Engagement Meeting

· Sexual Health & Parenthood resources; updated & online
· Homework apps: Show Me My Homework, Class Charts. HM asks can we adopt one of these at LA. MI agrees staff reviewing homework policy & exploring as apps part of this; cost a consideration.
· MI to attend next meeting. All parents welcome. Dates to be published.
	

	5.
	Anxiety Management training

· Jane Park (LA Nurture Base) attended LIAM (Let’s Investigate Anxiety Management?) 2 day course specifically designed to support teens & young people. YP identified with anxiety issues met for 30-60 min/week. Based on CBT approach. Beginning after Feb break.
· CS asked if anything available for peers attempting to support these YP; JP: not currently but all welcome to visit Nurture Base with any issues. 
	

	6.
	Head Teacher’s Update
	

	7.
	STEM National Award
Angela Leggatt STEM (Teacher of D&T)
· Leith Academy aiming for STEM Award; application to be completed by 20th June
· STEM team made up by group of LA Ts from different disciplines. Logo designed by S1 pupils. ‘Inspiring pupils to be curious individuals for a challenging world.’  Evidence including:
· Design & Technology: Jewellery NPA Level 5 

· Expressive Arts: Technical Theatre NPA to come next year

· Maths: various courses inc NPAs in Numeracy & Personal Finance

· English: Journalism; working with EIF, blogs, films

· Design Engineer Construct; partnership with companies

· Extra-curricular includes:

· F1 in schools; final on 21st Feb. Using CAD/CAM to design & manufacture products, working with other schools

· Tech Theatre group. Working with EIF & other schools hopefully in theatres next yr

· Entering Green Plan It, garden design challenge with S2s
· Lego Mindstorm

· Computing for Girls lunchtime club
· Next year education Scotland introducing Computing Leadership qualification
	

	
	Head Teacher’s update

Live N Learn

All of our S4’s had a session from Jen at https://live-n-learn.co.uk/ where the pupils worked on having a positive mindset. Breaking study and revision into manageable steps. 

Prelims

The timetable went live on our website and pupils are worked hard to prepare for the assessments. These are not designed to ‘catch people out’ but are there to provide feedback to our seniors on ‘how am I doing?’ within their courses. 

Truancy calls

Started positively and we are working through any teething problems. The main aim here is to safeguard children if they leave the premises without our knowledge which can be hard in a secondary school setting.

Big Leith Give Away #3

We had a very positive event involving many partners and stakeholders. Thank you to all who supported this. 

Leith Links – The December issue was released with great articles / pictures / stories!

New Website
We are developing our use of the new site. We are using it as a way alongside twitter to communicate with stakeholders on static info such as key policy documents and more fluid info like upcoming events.

Charity

£350 was raised by the S6 today. Some will got to support a local charity, the rest will be used to help poverty proof the demands of S6 re yearbook, prom, outfits.

Languages Fayre

Our languages team held a great event for our cluster P7 pupils. As we know Diversity is one of our values and we proudly celebrate the 58+ countries we have represented across Leith. The P7 really enjoyed the event and our own pupils did some great work in presenting and leading.

PEF sharing

Following the positive work we are doing with all young people and those with barriers to their learning, we were asked to ‘open the doors’ into the work we do via the learning hub / nurture base. 14 schools visited to hear the work we are doing. It was a positive experience where we also learned from other Schools.

EIF Brand Launch

We launched our ‘pupil created’ branding for our Edinburgh International Festival residency partnership. From creation to production, our pupils linked in with industry experts to bring the brand to life.

Snow Queen

Through our EIF partnership we were able to take over 100 pupils and their Families to the showing of the Snow Queen ballet at the Festival Theatre. This was a great experience where in some cases young people and their Families experienced a visit to the theatre for the first time.
Christmas Concert 2019

As ever this was a lovely way to bring things together with pupils and their families as we enjoyed the performances. As we know, ‘Success In Learning for All’ takes on many forms and the performers, the tech team, the light team, the admin team and the refreshment team all played their part under the leadership of  the Creative Arts Team and all of our instructors. Well done to all.

YPI Final

Once again a great event which had passion, emotion, planning, research, leadership, communication skills and presenting skills! The £3000 going to the great work of https://www.aidnabet.org/ . It was difficult decision as ever for the panel.
Leith Art School

We have built up a great working partnership with the local Leith School of Art. The places are very highly sought after and we have a number of pupils benefiting from the balance of School Art lessons linked to SQA and the real life environment of a studio. The pupils did a great demo of the their work at the end of the term for Family and Friends.
Dance Team

6 pupils from the School have been successful in securing a place on the Scotland Dance Team. They have qualified for the Dance World Cup in Rome. We will work together with the Dance School to support their fundraising campaign. A great achievement.

HT Advisory Group

I held the first HT Advisory group this week with representatives from many parts of our community;

· Pupil Council Jnr

· Pupil Council Snr

· Head Boy / Girl

· LGBTQ

· Anti-bullying

· Mentors in Violence Prevention

· Climate Group

· Amnesty 

I see this as a ‘focus group’ across the whole school. It is important to make space and time to hear the views and take steps. The group were able to articulate to me the things we are progressing well with and the things we could think about further.

Diversity Day

The excitement is building as we head towards the event. Keep your eye on details about the market place and the show coming out from various team members. We have a fantastic range of partners from our community contributing in a way that demonstrates the fantastically diverse face of Leith.

Astro

Looking at beginning shortly with completion hopefully sometime during the Summer Term.

Business Breakfast and Careers Fayre

BS updated the group on the upcoming Careers Fayre. Parents are encouraged to attend after school on 20th Feb from 3pm till 5pm in our library. There will be many industries there to help offer support to Seniors and Parents.

	

	8.
	Finances
· Balance at £1663.43 (comprising fundraising and the council grant of £985.60)
· Cheques outstanding to Clerk

· Sports Personality cheque of £150 as yet uncashed; use it or lose it! 

· FF proposed donation to dancers competing at the Dance World Cup; £200 suggested & agreed


	FF to pass on cheques to CS
MI to follow up
FF to pass on to DWC gp

	9.
	Fundraising
· Call out for assistance at Diversity Day. Tombola? Refreshments stall? (none available last time) Mooshakez?
· Leith Gala Day on 13th June. Need items for Tombola & volunteers for stall

· Car boot sale; summer? poss Sat morning

· Mobile phone recycling; idea brought up again by GP & RP; have researched & discovered a company, Corporate Mobile Recycling that can recycle in bulk. Pupils & parents to donate. Company works with Metropolitan police, assures all data will be wiped. Representative needed from school (BS volunteered). Need to register for bulk order, invoice sent, once accepted funds fwded to school. Can link to Climate Council (pupil committee); RP to work with BS. RP to check f tablets, computers, chargers accepted also. Found on Martin Lewis moneysavingexpert.com
· Leith Chooses; next week. Deadline missed for this yr. Keep an eye out for next yr as timing not the best for Parent Council dates. CB: need a qualifying reason to apply – requests from departments may provide this?

· Tesco Bags for Help. CB continues to look into this; as above, need qualifying reason
	 

MI to liaise w Ts involved
MI to check when possible to clear carpark

	10.
	Any Other Business

· (BS) Next Thursday = Business Breakfast; new & old businesses invited (+/-25) & Ben MacPherson. Chaired by Pupil Council. Theme = enhancing employability, w focus on climate crisis
· (BS) Leith Industrial School Trust (LIST)

· seeks bids for funding. Chair = BS

· can be quite substantial, up to £500

· for one off thing: trips, equipment. Groups in Leith Area. Email BS at LA, complete form, indicate funds requested
	

	11.


	Date for next meeting
Thursday 30th April 2020
	


