Leith Academy Parent Council
Minutes of Meeting held on 9th June 2022 AGM 7pm
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	1.
	Welcome and Introductions

LB opened the meeting and welcomed all in attendance.  Introductions were made.


	 

	2.
	Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising
The minutes from the last meeting (28th April 2022) were accepted as an accurate record. See attached link below.          

https://leithacademy.uk/parent-council/meeting-minutes/

	 

	3.
	Financials
£2,141.91 current balance.  £300 donation agreed for ties, backpack payment has been covered.  Final tally will be worked out when a more up to date bank statement is received.

	 
 


	4.
	Upcoming School Show (Mia Colquhoun – Drama)
21st, 23rd + 24th 7pm performances + 1 matinee performance.  £6 adult £4 concessions.  Raffle will be held to raise money.
	

	5.
	Request For Funding SHE Scotland (Jane Park)
£500 donated by Rotary Club + an additional £100.  The £600 was donated to SHE.
SHE Scotland is a company focusing on developing confidence and improving wellbeing in young females. They discuss topics such as anxiety, social media and body image. https://www. shescotland.org.uk/. The aims of the 2021-22 program was to allow Leith Academy’s S5 SHE Ambassadors (trained during the previous session) to mentor a small group of S2 girls by delivering a similar Mind, Body and Soul programme. This programme was designed to help manage common everyday stress, low confidence, negative self-esteem and disconnection to others. It was a 12-week programme taking place every Monday in the Clubhouse supported by Katie Middleton from SHEScotland. Anecdotally through speaking to the pupils and staff involved, I know how beneficial it was for the girls, but I have contacted Katie for their more formal evaluation. 

	 



	6.
	Fundraising In Final Week Of Term 
Raffle to be organised during the school show and other available events to raise money for The Parent Council.  Susan Morrison who works for the Scottish Whisky Experience has donated a whole range of tickets for Camera Obscura, The Royal Yacht Britannia and various other high quality prizes worth £50 - £60 each.  To be worked out if we sell the tickets at various events, by online app or a mix of both.

	

	
	Head Teachers Update
Well done on week 1 of the summer term, great to see everyone back.

Covid – Things are now settling post Easter with the hope of a clearer 22/23 in sight.

Be Prepared – Thank you to all for the work on moving us beyond covid adaptations and into our normal / usual school uniform in a supportive way for Families. We will continue to support those who need help with coming to school in;

Sports personality of the Year 2022 Leith Academy – Congratulations to some of our top Sports People who have made the shortlist for SPOTY 2022 at Leith Academy. A superb event was held this week to mark some great achievements.

Sustainability / Planting – See note from Ms Thompson (Art) COP26 was delivered in Glasgow in October last year.   In response, the Eco group and two S3 classes showed their commitment to improving the environment for wildlife by planting sapling trees from the Woodland Trust at the back of our school.  

Parents eve 22/23 – Thank you for the feedback on this, it was fairly mixed. We are moving to a hybrid model with some in person and some online. We’ll review once we go through 22/23. Dates will be in the Parent friendly calendar which will be available before we break.

STEM Nation Award – We have been awarded the National STEM Nation Award STEM Nation Award – STEM Nation (glowscotland.org.uk) for our awareness raising and work in STEM areas across the School. The only School in Edinburgh, so far, to achieve this. Well done to all involved and great for our youngsters to be exposed to the experiences and awareness raising this generates.

 

Transition P7 – Plans are moving well. The P7’s are coming in person for their 3 day visit which is positive, enhanced transition visits (youngsters who may need more support) will be happening over the next few weeks.

Eve of Celebration – The extensive planning for this event is underway, with the invites and performances being set up over the coming weeks.

SQA – Thanks for all the support to young adults through the assessments. Attendance has been excellent so far, though there is no denying the anxiety they feel, it’s important we help take the heat out of that for them in our discussions / support / calmness over the coming weeks. Results will come and we’ll make a plan.

2030 Net Zero Target - All Edinburgh Council Schools are enhancing their recycling protocols to support a greener, cyclical environment. See the Council letter to all Schools.

Mental Health Awareness Week 2022 – Great work from Lorna, Lauren and the team in pulling this together linked to supporting loneliness. 

Fire – As you know we had a genuine evac earlier in the week. This reinforced the importance of our drills and all young people / staff / partners knowing where to go in a calm way. It went well, special mention to staff for the correct action taken.

Visitor on Wednesday – International Violinist, Grammy award winner and new Director of the Edinburgh International Festival, NICOLA BENEDETTI Nicola Benedetti came to a ‘secret’ visit at Leith Academy. 

Quote…. ‘Thank you for a really great visit, Nicola was so impressed with the positive energy and enthusiasm at Leith. 😊’
Breakfast Café club is back! Great to have this back, get to Sheila if you’re keen to help.

S1 Parents’ Eve – Thanks for the important work in feeding back to families and supporting next steps. S1 is a daunting but exciting year and Parents welcome the professional feedback on progress we provide.

Erasamus - We had visitors Metta and Melania from Denmark yesterday talking to us about our progressive work on Mental Health support, culture, qualifications and ethos – the way we work basically. Thanks to colleagues who carried the culture and to Simon for pulling together.

Assessment support - With our hall set up, we take the opportunity to give the S3 an opportunity to experience the set up for National assessments that will be upcoming in Summer 2023. 

New Timetable – This begins on Monday, our team have done a super job in pulling all the requests / choices together in the best way possible. See Ben’s email on supporting the coming days / weeks.

S6 Induction – Our new S6 role models return on Monday for their induction. 

With 12 days to go until we break for summer, we have the P7 visit next week, then the School Show ‘Home to Leith’ followed by the evening of celebration. All in person for the first time since 2019!

Thank you for the great support this year and through the last 2years with Covid.

	

	8.
	Nominations And Appointment Of Parent Council Positions
Clerk – Vicky Allan (Hilary Brown has offered to help when required)

North East Locality – Richard Foggo

Treasurer – Xanthe Bird

*Chair – Richard Foggo/Helen Clifford
*Co-Chair – Richard Foggo/Helen Clifford
*it was discussed that these two positions could potentially be shared jointly between RF and HC.
Discussed that the Leith Academy Parent Council constitution be obtained
	

	9.
	Any Other Business

Large collection of used spectacles have been boxed up and will be sent off for charity.
Parent Council Meeting dates for next session will be held on Thursday 1st September 2022/Wednesday 23rd November 2022/Thursday 26th January 2023/Wednesday 26th April 2023/AGM Thursday 8th June 2023.  
These dates may change for whatever reason

	

	10.
	Date of next meeting
Thursday 1st September 2022 7pm. May be subject to change.  
	


